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Midkiff of Carter Lake, Iowa for winning the 
Class 3A, 126-pound bracket at the Iowa High 
School State Wrestling tournament earlier this 
year. McGwire is a student at Thomas Jeffer-
son High School in Council Bluffs, Iowa. 

Iowa has a long and proud history of strong 
wrestling programs in our state, producing col-
lege and Olympic champions for years. Win-
ning a state championship is the culmination 
of years of hard work and commitment, not 
only on the part of McGwire, but his family 
and coaches, as well. 

Mr. Speaker, the example set by McGwire 
demonstrates the rewards of hard work, dedi-
cation, and perseverance. I am honored to 
represent him and his family in the United 
States Congress. I ask that my colleagues in 
the United States House of Representatives 
join me in congratulating McGwire on com-
peting in this rigorous competition and in wish-
ing him nothing but continued success in his 
education and his wrestling career. 
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Ms. SPEIER. Mr. Speaker, I rise to honor 
Pacifica, California, a sea-sprayed city in my 
district blessed by salty breezes, soaring 
shorebirds and the collective smile of resi-
dents that rivals in intensity the warmth of the 
sun itself. On November 22, 2017, Pacifica is 
a spritely 60 years old. 

Residents love this town, and there’s no 
doubt as to why. The views of the Pacific 
Ocean are spectacular, the shoreline is capti-
vating. If you wish to stroll through the sand 
and to hunt for seashells, bring your children 
to the beach and spend a few hours listening 
to the waves and gazing at the gulls overhead 
or the snowy plover nearby, Pacifica is the 
place to be. 

Although sunshine is the predominant fea-
ture of Pacifica, fog occasionally arrives. Well, 
actually, more than occasionally. But it is quiet 
and serene in Pacifica when fog shrouds the 
shore and the mountains. 

For hundreds of years, Pacifica was home 
to a village of the Ohlone tribe. Pacifica’s 
creeks and ample supply of fish and nuts fed 
generations. These residents lived in balance 
with nature, thriving on the ocean side of the 
San Francisco Peninsula and trading with 
other villages on the bay side. 

The Spanish explorer Don Gaspar de 
Portolà arrived in 1769 and climbed the moun-
tain behind Pacifica to a point now known as 
Sweeney Ridge. From that point, Portolà was 
the first European to discover the existence of 
San Francisco Bay. In the next decades, thou-
sands followed, leading to the establishment 
of Mission Delores and the creation of early 
San Francisco. Pacifica fed San Francisco 
from crops planted throughout the San Pedro 
Valley. In 1839, a Mexican land grant to Don 
Francisco Sanchez was made and it almost 
exactly matched the boundaries of modern- 
day Pacifica. 

While much of modern-day Pacifica might 
be unrecognizable to the Ohlone or to Don 
Francisco Sanchez, one characteristic of those 

early times would easily be recognized: fami-
lies. Both in the distant past and today, 
Pacifica teems with families. The school dis-
trict is highly regarded and has over 3,000 stu-
dents from grades K through 8. Parents from 
biotech companies and other global corpora-
tions drive a few extra miles to work every day 
so that they may live in a community with 
quality schools and a web of soccer teams 
and gymnastics programs that allow children 
to thrive amidst friends. The annual family- 
friendly Pacifica Fog Fest draws tens of thou-
sands from throughout the Bay Area to enjoy 
the sun, music, a hometown parade, and all of 
the cheese and nachos needed to earn a 
mother’s scorn. 

Civic life in Pacifica is energetic, to say the 
least. In recent years, the city has completed 
such notable projects as the undergrounding 
of utilities, the creation of a dog park, the com-
mencement of a parking program at state 
beaches, improvements to the senior/commu-
nity center, protection of environmental re-
sources around the creeks and on the beach-
es, and numerous other public improvements 
that augment Pacifica’s natural splendor. 

The city’s leadership is as strong today as 
ever, and it meets the challenges of modern 
governance head on. For example, City gov-
ernment illustrates its love-hate relationship 
with Mother Nature by joyfully paying to pro-
tect the snowy plover’s nesting areas while 
scrambling to pay to prevent the erosion of 
bluffs to the beaches below. The council 
knows that if you walk along the beach near 
Pedro Point, you’re probably walking on the 
sand that once existed as the bluff, a few 
miles north, that supports Esplanade Boule-
vard. Such is the duty of leadership in Pacifica 
where a councilmember must pay to maintain 
infrastructure in the coin of the realm while de-
livering sand and refurbished habitats for en-
dangered species for free to the ultimate ad-
ministrator of Pacifica’s fate: Mother Nature. 

Congratulations to the City of Pacifica upon 
60 years of formal incorporation, from Novem-
ber 22, 1957 to the present. From tail fins on 
cars to shark fins in the ocean, the city has 
done well for itself. With its loving population 
and visionary leadership, there are many more 
adventures to come for this little place by the 
sea that 39,000 call home and celebrate as a 
place to embrace life, family and neighbors. 
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Mr. BERGMAN. Mr. Speaker, it’s my honor 
to recognize the Northwestern Michigan Col-
lege Aviation Program upon the occasion of its 
50th Anniversary. Through innovation, pas-
sion, and dedication, NMC Aviation has be-
come an indispensable part of Northern Michi-
gan. 

Founded in 1967, NMC Aviation came from 
small beginnings with three planes and five in-
structors. In just 50 years, it has grown to be 
one of the most respected aviation programs 
in the country. Today, they continue to raise 
the bar of innovation through ground-breaking 

courses and program partnerships with Michi-
gan high schools and colleges across the 
world. Its instructors have real life experience, 
and its students have access to exceptional 
training and resources. 

As a commercial pilot of 22 years, I know 
the great need for quality pilots in our global 
economy, as well as the dedication and skill 
this profession requires. NMC Aviation has 
proven itself to be one of the best institutions 
of its kind at training the next generation of pi-
lots. 

Mr. Speaker, it’s my honor to congratulate 
the NMC Aviation Program for its 50 years of 
success and community investment. 
Michiganders can take immense pride in 
knowing that the First District is home to this 
outstanding institution. On behalf of my con-
stituents, I wish the Northwestern Michigan 
College Aviation Program all the best in its fu-
ture endeavors. 
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Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and congratulate Bill 
McAllister of Clarinda, Iowa who recently re-
tired from the Page County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment with 37 years of service in law enforce-
ment. 

Bill’s service to our country began as a 
member of the United States Army Military Po-
lice. He later began his career in law enforce-
ment in 1980 with the Nebraska City, Ne-
braska Police Department, as well as grad-
uating from the Nebraska Law Enforcement 
Training Center. He joined the Clarinda Police 
Department in 1982 as a patrolman and was 
eventually promoted to Sergeant. Bill grad-
uated from the Iowa Law Enforcement Acad-
emy and was awarded the 1987 Silver Star for 
Bravery from the American Police Hall of 
Fame. He was selected Outstanding Officer by 
the Clarinda Optimist Club in 1997, and that 
year, joined the Page County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment as a Deputy Sheriff. 

Page County Sheriff Lyle Palmer said, ‘‘Bill 
earned numerous certificates and attended 
classes every year to continue his knowledge 
of law enforcement. Bill had the ability to read 
people and he was a great benefit to the 
Sheriff’s Department. He served the citizens of 
Page County with dignity and honor.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, I’m proud to represent commu-
nity leaders like Bill in the United States Con-
gress and it is with great pride that I recognize 
him today. I ask that my colleagues in the 
United States House of Representatives join 
me in congratulating Bill for this outstanding 
achievement and in wishing him nothing but 
the best in his retirement. 
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HONORING THE LIFE OF VIRGIL 
HANKS 

HON. JODY B. HICE 
OF GEORGIA 
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Mr. JODY B. HICE of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to honor the life and legacy of one 
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